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NEW IDEAS: Writer Shashi Tharoor delivering a
lecture in the city on Wednesday.
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Tharoor: time to
introspect, act

‘Let State be trailblazer of changes’

Staff Reporter

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Writer
and former Under Secretary
General of the United Na-
tions Shashi Tharoor has said
that the State must seriously
introspect why its people ex-
cel in various fields outside
the State, but are unable to
perform well within.
| Mr. Tharoor made these
observations while giving a
lecture on ‘Transformation of
modern India’ organised by
the V. K. Krishna Menon
Study Centre for Internation-
al Relations of the Kerala
University and at the annual
convention of the Trivan-
drum Management Associa-
tion here on Wednesday.
He said there was a need to
look beyond ideologies. Ker-
ala should not remain exclud-

tive social struggles had
contributed to social develop-
ment of the State, it must be

recognised that those strate- |

gies of ‘yesterdays’ may not be
relevant for the future. Har-
tals and bandhs are not the
best practices for the present
and future era, where hard
work is crucial.
Pointing out that ‘globali-

sation versus self-reliance’ |

has been a subject of intense

debate both within the coun- |
try and outside for long, Mr. |

Tharoor said this debate
seemed to have been settled
in rest of the country, includ-
ing in West Bengal, while it
was still active in Kerala,

He quoted the West Bengal -
Chief Minister’s statement

ed from the changes that are Kolkata.

happening around the world
and must strive to be the
trailblazer of those changes.
There must be efforts to iden-
tify the factors which create
the impression that Kerala is
investor-unfriendly.

Hartal out, hard work in

Even while giving conces-
sion to the view that collec-

justice are not denied to any.
No society can progress

without nurturing ideals of

egalitarianism, he added.
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